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either at colleges or in city homes. There is no
" fraternity " or club system ; college and class
spirit are almost entirely absent; there are
practically no indecorous jollifications, and even
few social meetings in the students' rooms.
Student life in Japan is not a happy holiday,
but a long struggle and a serious ordeal. Friend-
ship between individual students exists, however,
and it is a common sight in Asia to see two
students, whether boys or girls, going hand in
hand. The result of the long weary grind, the
overcrowded schedule, the fierce competition
and unceasing study leads the students to break
out in excess in occasional sake sprees. Here
gambling and immorality, the presence of the
geisha girls, whose moral character would corre-
spond to the general run of vaudeville performers
in the West, and other kindred temptations
lead the student into immoral pleasures rather
than to a normal social life. There are occa-
sional associations of boys, Athletic Clubs,
Debating Societies and Mountain Clubs in the
schools of Japan, but broadly speaking there is
a poverty of social life which often drives the
students into immorality.

The students of Japan, like those of Latin
America and Russia, take a keener interest in
political life than the students in most other
nations. Nearly every schoolboy is deeply